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Port FM Mais Oui wins 
Poseidon Sailaway Club 
Championship Winter Series 
Despite three regular contenders being absent 
five yachts came to the start for the final race of 
the Poseidon Sailaway Club Championship 
Winter Series. Making her debut appearance in 
2011 club racing was Sea Wizard skippered by 
Bob White. Known more for his cruising exploits 
Bob showed that his big Catalina can hold her 
own on a race course placing both second over 
the line and second on handicap. However, the 
day belonged to Port FM Mais Oui as the 
shifting 10 knot breeze and slight sea state 
made ideal conditions for the J24. In a show of 
expert seamanship the crew led by stand in 
skipper Garry White led from start to finish to 
record a rare line honours and handicap double 
win to take out the Winter Series. Ice skippered 
by Helen Gwilliams secured third place ahead of 
T Break (Robert Mair) and Indigo (Colin 
Simpson). Final positions for the six race Winter 
Series are Port FM  Mais Oui first with Ice and 
Magic tied for second ahead of Indigo and Tau 
Ceti tied for fourth.     
 

Port FM Mais Oui on her way to a series win 

News in brief: 
Port FM Mais Oui Winter Series Champions 
Ann Sea wins 4

th
 straight Coral Sea Cup 

Tau Ceti wins Life Members Race 
Management Committee re-elected 
Sailing Committee re-appointed 
Clipper Cup Committee appointed 
 

Seven yachts set sail for race 1 of the Coral Sea Cup with a course taking in both Low Isles and Snapper 
Island. 2010 winner Ann Sea aiming to make it four wins in four years set the pace leading the fleet 
around the course in under four hours. However, Indigo the only multihull in the event, taking full 
advantage of her favourite course took pole position on corrected time ahead of Tau Ceti in second with 
Ann Sea third. On Sunday race 2 and race 3 were both the traditional windward leeward course with two 
laps of the windward mark one nautical mile into the moderate South East breeze. 
Ann Sea and Magic split from the fleet and were locked in a close contest throughout both races as the 
lead chopped and changed. Ultimately it was the dominance of Ann Sea taking line honours by just five 
seconds in race two and by thirty three seconds in race three that led to her third successive defence of 
the Coral Sea Cup with a score of 5 points. Second overall was Tau Ceti (9) followed by Magic (11), Port 
FM Mais Oui (12), Indigo and Island Girl (14) and Ice (19).   
Skipper of Ann Sea Tim Preuss and his crew said they were unaware that the win was their fourth 

successive claim to the trophy making the victory an extra special celebration. An ecstatic Ann Preuss 

scrambled under the table to make a B line for the trophy after the announcement was made. The win 

was especially pleasing for Tim and Ann being their first race since damaging the rudder in July during the 

                   Two Island Sail and Run. Pictured left are 

                   the winning team of Ann, Tim, Branch, 

                   Bob and Alan.  

Life Members Race 
Two yachts set course for a port rounding of 

Snapper followed by a starboard rounding of 

Low before pulling up in the lagoon for an 

overnighter at the island. Tau Ceti (Ken, Trudy, 

Gus, Brent and Morris) and Ice (Helen and Mick) 

fought an intriguing game of cat and mouse 

around the two islands as first Tau Ceti 

established a very good lead coming out from 

the rounding of Snapper only to be run down by 

Ice at the rounding of Low. The lead then 

changed hands again on the southern side of 

Low and Tau Ceti crossed the line a few seconds 

ahead of Ice. The yachts dropped anchor in the 

lagoon to join Henry (Miriama) and Peter and CC 

(Obsession) before being joined by Noel 

(Suntan) and Robert (T Break) for a great night 

under the stars. The following morning the dash 

back to Port sealed the win for Tau Ceti to claim 

the campaign honours. 

Ann Sea sails into the PDYC 

history books with a 4th straight 

win in the Coral Sea Cup 

Latest Race Results 
Winter Series 

Race 6 
1

st
 Port FM Mais Oui 

2
nd

 Sea Wizard 
3

rd
 Ice 

Final Places 
1

st
 Port FM Mais Oui 

2
nd

 Ice 
3

rd
 Magic 

Coral Sea Cup 
Race 1   Race 2 
1

st
 Indigo  1

st
 Ann Sea 

2
nd

 Tau Ceti 2
nd

 Magic 
3

rd
 Ann Sea 3

rd
 Port FM Mais Oui  

 

Race 3   Final Places 
1

st
 Ann Sea 1

st
 Ann Sea 

2
nd

 Magic  2
nd

 Tau Ceti 
3

rd
 Tau Ceti 3

rd
 Magic 

 

Life Members Race 
Race 1   Race 2 
1

st
  Tau Ceti 1

st  
Tau Ceti  

2
nd

 Ice  2
nd

  Ice 
3

rd
 Not contested 3

rd
  Not contested 

  Final Places 
  1

st
  Tau Ceti 

  2
nd  

Ice 
  3

rd   
Not contested  

 

4 from 4 for Ann Sea in 

the Coral Sea Cup 

Miriama Te Rua heads for 
home after a night at Low for 

the Life Members Race 



 

  

General business raised at the AGM included a call for the club to have a presence at the ANZAC day ceremony and it was agreed that this 

was appropriate. Also raised was the issue of dinghies on the pontoon which seems to be a hot topic at the moment. The committee advised that this matter 
was in hand and that rules and notices would be produced in due course. 

 

    To sail Lake Eyre with LEYC 
 
"Ya gotta be jokin' - No we're not!" by Trudy Erdmann 

 
A lifelong ambition of Ken Brown, skipper of Tau Ceti 
has been to sail on Lake Eyre. With the massive rains 
early this year feeding into the normally dry lake bed 
the opportunity arose this year for Ken to realise that 
dream. Ken and Trudy ventured into the outback on a 
mission to sail the still waters of the massive inland sea 
and you can catch up with the full story on the club 
website at www.portdouglasyachtclub.com.au and go 
to the menu Tales From The Sea  

Sailing Committee 
The Rear Commodore is chairman of the club Sailing 
Committee and invites interested members to join the 
Sailing Committee to assist in organising the clubs 
sailing events. This year’s Sailing Committee is: 
Mick Gwilliams, Garry White, Ken Brown, Colin 
Simpson and Andrew Walker 

Clipper Cup Committee 
The 2012 Clipper Cup will be managed by the Sailing 
Committee with the assistance of Helen Gwilliams and 
Susie Williams. Plans and procedures are already 
taking shape to make this event another success.    

 

Membership fees get the vote at AGM 
In accordance with the Club Constitution the committee 
put forward a motion at the AGM that the 2012 / 2013 
membership fees be revised and this was accepted by  
those present. Prior to that the management committee 
had resolved in May 2011 to raise the subscription  
component as of July 2011 and to maintain the nomination 
fee for new members.  

 
So what do we pay, who pays it, why do we pay it  
and when do we pay it? 

The Club Constitution sets out the rules for how we charge for membership and the current fee has three components. There is the membership fee set by the 
members at a general meeting, a subscription fee set by the committee and a nomination fee, also set by the committee. Prior to the AGM the membership fee 
was $93.40 for ordinary membership and $119.45 for family membership. This is payable by everyone except Life Members. The subscription fee is also payable 
by everyone except Life Members and is currently $70.00 which covers the annual capitation and membership costs incurred by affiliation with Yachting 
Queensland. The clubs status as a non profit organisation (and therefore exempt from income tax) is dependent on the association being a sporting club and 
affiliation with the sports National and State organisations is a consequence of that. 
The nomination fee is a one off fee of $50 payable with all new applications. Members that have membership fees in arrears for a period of two months or 
more may at the discretion of the committee have their membership terminated and will be required to pay the nomination fee if choosing to submit a new 
application. The committee may from time to time prescribe the nomination fee but must set the annual subscription by May 31

st
 each year. 

So, now that the members have adopted the new rates put forward by the committee memberships will now be $110 for ordinary membership and $125 for 
family membership. New applications will be $160 and $175 respectively including the nomination fee. There are actually eight different classes of membership 
that we can choose from, six of which we can set fees for - but fortunately we only offer two, ordinary and family. Have you renewed for 2011/2012?  
 

 

Tau Ceti in hot pursuit of Port FM Mais Oui on 

the downwind run from the top mark in race 

3 of the Coral Sea Cup 

Kai Lani in mystery collision Gordon Wellham and the crew of Kai Lani had an unexpected turn of 

events when a mystery object collided with the vessel damaging the rudder on the first night of their trip to the 
Louisiades. The boat returned safely to Cairns for urgent repairs and a disappointing end to what promised to be a 
fabulous month of cruising. Look out for Kai Lani once she recovers as she heads north to make up for lost time.   

The next club trophy race is the 

Christmas Cup on December 10th 

Above: Action from the Coral Sea Cup, Island Girl, Ice and Ann Sea 

Annual General Meeting 
The AGM was held on Saturday 10

th
 September with around 45 members in attendance. At the request of the 

committee former Commodore Gordon Wellham chaired the meeting. Present Commodore Vic Petrus spoke on 
what has been a very successful year for the club listing improvements such as the extension of the secure area 
within the building, the arrival of the coffee machine and a general improvement in the club buildings and 
grounds.  
Rear Commodore Mick Gwilliams praised the turn around in the number of boats competing in club organised 
events and highlighted the strong field in the Poseidon Sailaway Club Championship and the success of the 
Exemplar Clipper Cup.  
Treasurer Alan Schultz informed members of the stronger financial position of the club detailed in the 2011 
Financial Report.  
Nominations were received for all executive positions and four nominations were received for the remaining three 
positions. A ballot was conducted resulting in the retiring eight committee members all being returned for a 
second consecutive tenure. 

                          The 2011/2012 Management Committee is: 
 

Commodore:  Vic Petrus  (Sky Walker) 
Vice Commodore: Henry Cotter  (Miriama Te Rua) 
Rear Commodore: Mick Gwilliams  (Ice) 
Treasurer:  Alan Schultz  (Rubber Soul) 
Secretary:  Robyn Shelly 
Committee:  Ken Brown  (Tau Ceti) 
Committee:  Colin Simpson  (Indigo) 
Committee:  Garry  White  (Warrior Princess) 
 

 

http://www.portdouglasyachtclub.com.au/


 

  

September is AGM month and a perfect opportunity to delve into the history 

and tradition of yacht clubs. The Neva Yacht Club, founded in 1718 in Russia, is the oldest yacht 

club in the world.
 
However, most of the western world consider that since this Russian Yacht Club was 

established by a decree of Tsar Peter the Great, it does not fully qualify as a proper club in the modern 
sense, not being a voluntary association of members who organize and run the club. Therefore, the 
Royal Cork Yacht Club founded in Ireland in 1720 is also widely acknowledged as the oldest yacht club 
in the world. Yacht clubs are organized like any other club or organisation with committees, chairman, 
directors, etc. Due to the connection with the sea and hence the navy, the various posts use naval 
terminology. For example the chairman/CEO is the Commodore. There is also the Vice Commodore in 
charge of land-based activities and the Rear Commodore in charge of water-based activities. Members 
belonging to a yacht club may fly their club's unique flag called a burgee, both while under way and at 
anchor (however, not while racing). Traditionally, the burgee was flown from the main masthead, 
however it may also be flown from a small pole on the bow pulpit, or even the starboard rigging 
beneath the lowest starboard spreader on a flag halyard. 

 

  

Newsletter celebrates 1st birthday 
The club has a tradition of publishing a newsletter 
and the current incarnation is now in its second year. 
A motion will be put to the committee at its next 
meeting to authorise a small expense to have a few 
copies printed in full colour A4 gloss for distribution 
to some members and to be available at the club. If 
you support (or object to) this idea send in an email 
or have a word at the bar. Any feedback is good and 
it would be nice to see the publication grow in time. 
You can contribute too! Any photo, news story, 
gossip, slanderous or otherwise will be considered – 
so long as it’s about sailing of course. 
 

A date for your 
calendar 

Sunday the 30
th

 October  
the club is hosting “Sunset in 
the Park”. Event organisers 
Footprint Music Festivals (FMF) 
will bring Port Douglas' largest 
open air concert once again but 
as The Mini Road Show at Port 
Douglas Yacht Club. Tickets will 
be on sale at the Door; Kids 
under 12 enter FREE, Kids 13 to 
17 $5, and Adults $10. All 
proceeds going to charity and 
Sunset in the Park Community 
Concerts Inc. Door opens at 
2pm with and bands starting at 
2:30pm. 

 

 

Yep, you read it right. It’s in the singular! One new membership 

application came before the committee at the last meeting. 

A big welcome to Thomas Radley. 

 

 

Committee Corner 
The previous committee held its final meeting the week before the AGM and there was 
much to discuss. Issues raised were the use of the pontoon for dinghy moorings and it 
was resolved to ascertain exactly what the club policy is on the pontoon use. In the 
meantime all dinghy users are urged to refrain from mooring a dinghy in a manner likely 
to impede use of the pontoon by a yacht. The 2012 Sailing Calendar is already being 
prepared. If you have any ideas or comments on anything we should be changing talk to 
the Sailing Committee. Speaking of the calendar, there’s a section on it somewhere in 
here too. Make sure you have your say on what’s on for next year. 
 

Racing away from home this month were three Port 

boats, Magic (Doug Ryan), Malice, (Mal Richardson) and Groove 
(Belinda Cooper). Belinda is a PDYC member although she races 
under the Cairns Yacht Club flag. First port of call was Sea Link 
Magnetic Island Race Week. Magic racing in Division 2 of the 
Cruising with Spinnaker Series claimed third place overall 
(13,2,3,2) in a field of thirteen. Despite having the highest 
handicap in the division Doug and his crew pulled off a podium 
place only just missing out on second through a resolved tie on 20 
points. Malice blitzed the field in the four race Multihull Series 
winning with a 1, 1, 7(DNC), 2 and three line honours from three 
races. In the PHS Racing Series Groove was the outright winner 4 
points clear of their nearest rival with an impressive 2, 4, 4, 1, 1, 3 
from the six race series. All up great results for the FNQ crews. 
While Magic and Groove set course for home Malice was trucked 
down south  for the Corsair Multihull Australian Championship on 
Moreton Bay. Up against some very good competition and after a 
great start to the event with an 8 and a 2 Malice succumbed to 
damage sustained in a capsize and did not compete in any further 
racing.  

It’s the way you tell ‘em... A small boy has a school homework question to answer, so he asks his father " Dad, what's the difference between  

 'theoretically' and 'realistically'?"  His dad thinks and then says "Right-ho son, go and ask your mother if she'd sleep with David Beckham for a million quid."  
 The boy toddles off and comes back saying "Dad, dad, she said she would! She would sleep with David Beckham for a million pounds." "OK son," says his dad. 
"Now go and ask your sister the same question." The boy toddles off, and comes back saying "Dad, dad, she said she would too!" So then his dad says "Right, 
son, now go and ask your brother if he'd sleep with David Beckham for a million pounds." The son comes back excitedly saying "Dad! Dad! He said he would too!" 
"Well there you have it, son," said his dad. Theoretically we could be sitting on three million quid. Realistically we're living with two tarts and a poof."  
Theoretically this joke was sent in by any number of people...realistically thanks to Richard Stapleton for sharing this one with us. Know any good jokes?  

 

New tables and chairs It’s been a long time coming but 

we finally have some new tables and chairs at the club. Gone are 
the large park benches and the warped and bended settings that we 
came accustomed to. In their place we now have some really nice 
furniture. The small modular design enables quick and easy mixing 
for larger seating capacity which can be very handy on a busy 
Wednesday night after all the yachts come in. The chairs have been 
chosen with comfort in mind and the style is an added bonus. Well 
done to Richard and the committee for finally making it happen. 

2011 'MINI' Sunset in the Park 
Sunday 30th October at Port Douglas Yacht Club 

The best local bands and acts from across the region 
$10 entry / $20 families (2 adults/2 kids) / $5 kids 12 - 18 (under 12 free)  

Proceeds going towards Sunset In The Park 2011 

Contact: www.tourismportdouglas.com.au for more details 
TICKETS AVAILABLE AT THE DOOR 

Support your local musos and celebrate music in the tropics! 
 

Keep Saturday 

17th December 

free 

It’s the club 

Christmas party! 

http://www.tourismportdouglas.com.au/


 

  

 

 

 

 

J24 Racing 
The Spring Series is almost upon us. 
If you would like to be regularly 
sailing on the J24 for these races get 
your nomination in by Saturday 1

st
 

October. 
Port FM Mais Oui is available to all 
competent sailing members to take 
part in club organised events at no 
cost. Check out the details on the 
club website under J24 Sailing menu 
and get yourself involved.  

Look out there’s a thief about 
Following last month’s thefts from the hard stand a bicycle 
was reported stolen recently from the dinghy storage area. 
Members are urged to be vigilant and to report any 
suspicious activity.  
The committee is already investigating measures to improve 
security in the vicinity as the impending increase in activity 
when the boat ramp and public toilets come to our doorstep 
has been identified as a cause for concern. Most theft is 
opportunistic so if we don’t create the opportunity we can 
limit the risk.  
If you see anything or anyone that 
looks suspicious report it. 
The safety and preservation of our 
club is everyone’s business. 

Slip Sliding Away 
There was a time when the concrete blocks 
supporting the clubs reclaimed land stood in a nice 
straight line. Countless tides over the years have 
eroded the bank and it’s only a matter of time before 
these blocks become submerged. Those readers with 
a vivid imagination might see a future where the 
retaining wall once again stands in line behind a 
multipurpose 30m pontoon facility with room for 2 or 
3 yachts on the outside and dinghy moorings on the 
inside. Progress is inevitable and as the need for such 
a facility increases and the need to address the 
erosion becomes critical the current committee has 
that vision firmly in its sights. With the Council plans 
to bring the public boat ramp to our doorstep almost 
set in stone (awaiting funding application approval) 
changes are just around the corner and this brings 
with it a great opportunity to develop the club.  
Do you have a vision of the future?  

2012 Sailing Calendar 
The 2012 sailing calendar is being 
prepared and any suggestions are 
welcome. One thing being 
considered is a break in the calendar 
to define a season of sailing rather 
than events all year round. Another 
is to increase the days with double 
races and increase the races that 
account for multiple events.  An 
example is two heats of the Club 
Championship also being run as a 
separate trophy race. Another is a 
trophy series that comprises each 
trophy event. 
What about the Commodores Cup 
and a Lady Skippers Race Day?  
Would we be better with more 
double day regattas over two or 
even three day weekends? Shorter 
more intense seasonal series with 
more races over fewer weeks, such 
as 8 races over 6 weeks? Maybe 
more overnighters in more places?  
Overnight at Hope or Fitzroy? If you 
don’t have your say you can’t 
complain about it afterwards so let 
us know what’s on your mind. The 
2012 Sailing Programme will be 
published in hard copy before the 
end of the year and published on 
the website once finalised. You will 
have no excuse to not know when 
we are sailing next! 

Spotlight on Spinnakers 
Anyone at the club over the last couple of weekends might 
have noticed it was a little on the busy side. The boys in the 
kitchen can certainly confirm this as they notched up their 
busiest day ever last Sunday in six years of trading. The local 
waters continue to provide some fabulous fish for the table 
with local fishermen supplying some amazing Spanish 
Mackerel. Proving to be a popular addition to the specials 
board the local produce is in great demand from the 
regulars and visitors alike. The weekday lunch openings 
throughout the winter tourist season are now in the second 
year of trials but the news from the kitchen is that trade is 
well down on what they’ve been hoping for. Not surprising 
given the whole region has experienced a slower season 
than in most recent years. “We have been lucky with our 
travelling staff this year” Said Sime Coombe. “Emily, Felicia, 
Perry, Benny, Dorian, Melissa and Pesci, have been a great 
help, very entertaining and positive people to have in the 
kitchen.”  
In other kitchen   related news Sime 
and Lana are     expecting their 
second child     due 17

th
 December. 

Any delays on     the arrival could see 
a Christmas baby   for the family with a 
very busy festive                                  season guaranteed 
either way! Congratulations to Lana & Sime and best wishes 
for a safe and happy arrival for bubs number two. 
Make sure you visit Spinnakers for a taste of some true local 
seafood cooked to perfection.  

Open for dinner from 6pm seven nights a week 
and for lunch at noon on weekends. 

 

According to the records in our archives, there were seven yachts participating in the inaugural 
yacht race to PNG. Red Boomer II (Bill McNeil), Horizon (Gordon Powell), Monsoon II (John Morris), Mushula (Darrel  

Nelson) and Ramardoo, Scherezadl and Sumurum.  There was also a ‘radio and safety’ power boat called Tangaroa.  I don’t recall  
the radio schedules but the participating yachts called in once or twice a day, as a safety check. Arrangements were made for  
Customs to come to Port Douglas to give the boats Customs clearance.  A fee was charged, which was taken out of the ‘entrance  
fee’.  Our committee issued us with  all sorts of information, such as, problems with malaria, where to access fuel, the availability  
of stores, and they informed us of local customs. Dr Dick and his committee made most of the arrangements. The party was  
arranged with an ‘expat’ by the name of John Morris, (no relation to our patron). The yachts were left in Pearl Bay and we used our dinghies to travel the half 
mile to the landing, then climbed the hill to John’s house. He had arranged for two trusted locals to keep an eye on our boats to keep the ‘rascals’ away (rascals 
being thieves in Papua New Guinea). After a few days around the near island we headed along the Louisiade Archipelago and ended up in Misima.  At Misima 
miners were cutting away the top of a mountain to access the gold. I was amazed to see local people driving the massive trucks, carting the rubble down the 
hill to be crushed to extract the gold. All the people of the outer island live by fishing and gardening. The soil isn’t very productive but apparently they manage 
to grow enough to nourish themselves, as I didn’t notice any malnourished people. Actually the people seem to be happy and friendly. They get their clothes by 
trading with the passing yachts. There are no K Marts or Myers to be seen. The locals come out to a yacht with a few vegetables to trade for T-shirts, fish hooks 
or something that is of use to them. (You can’t eat money.) Customs clearance was available at Misima and this stage of the cruise some of the boats headed 
back to Australia whilst others went further north. Perhaps there is a member from those days around now, who would like to pass on their anecdotes of trips 
as well. I am sure the current members would like to hear about them. If any members happen run into some of the older members who still visit our club 
sometimes, please go and say ‘Hi’ to them, they will have many stories to tell of times gone by, and the extremely hard work that went into making the club 
what it is today. In those days there was no bar manager or staff, it was all done by volunteers.  

 

PDYC to PNG  

If you have a story to share of a voyage from yesteryear put your fingers to the keys and send it to pdy@portdouglasyachtclub.com.au 



  

Handicaps and head starts 
Handicaps are expressed as a number with three decimal places. This number is used as a multiplier 
whereby 1 is equivalent to the elapsed time, or the time it takes to sail around the course. Most of the 
time a boats allocated handicap (AHC) will be less than 1 giving a corrected time less than the elapsed time. 
For one hour of sailing an AHC of 0.800 will give a corrected time of 48 minutes  (60 minutes x 0.8).  
So if the boat ahead has an AHC of 0.800 and you have an AHC of 0.653 by how much must the boat in 
front beat you over the line to also stay ahead on handicap? 
If you know the AHC’s of both boats you can estimate this as you go around the course.  
For every hour sailed the first decimal place is equal to 6 minutes, the second is equal to 36 seconds and 
the third is equal to 3.6 seconds. In the example above the difference in handicap is 0.147 (0.800 less 
0.653). So the 1 represents 6 minutes, the 4 represents 2 minutes and 24 seconds (4 x 36) and the 7 
represents 25.2 seconds (7 x 3.6). All that adds up to 8 minutes and 49 seconds that the boat in front must 
beat you over each hour. Actually 8:50 if she’s to win! 
An easier way to look at it is for every minute of sailing. Here the 1

st
 decimal equals 6 seconds and the 2

nd
 

decimal equals 0.6 seconds. In our example the difference in handicap is 0.15 (rounded) so the 1 equals 6 
seconds and the 5 equals 3 seconds making 9 seconds every minute. (8.8 without the rounding). 
So, you have a head start over the faster boat for every minute you are on the course of just under 9 
seconds. Clear as mud?  

When the Poseidon Sailaway Club Championship resumes with Race 13 Port FM Mais 

Oui currently leading the championship will have an AHC of 0.700. The defending Club Champion Ice will 
have an AHC of 0.710. Ice must be 0.6 seconds ahead of Port FM Mais Oui over every minute of the course 
to beat her on corrected time. If Ice crosses ahead of Port FM Mais Oui and takes 90 minutes to complete 
the course then Port FM Mais Oui can take 54 seconds (90 x 0.6) longer to come in and equal Ice on 
corrected time.   
Know your handicap and know your rivals so you can estimate just how it’s all going out there on the 
water. Of course if the boat with the lower AHC crosses the line ahead of one with a higher AHC there’s no 
need to work out anything! 
The key things to remember: 
The 1

st
 decimal place = 6 minutes every hour or 6 seconds every minute. 

The 2
nd

 decimal place = 36 seconds every hour or 3.6 seconds every minute. 
Let the computer worry about the 3

rd
 decimal place. 

And the most important thing to remember? Have some fun out there sailing 
and don’t be too serious. It’s much more about being involved than being in first. And you never know, 

over time if you sail consistently your handicap will reward you. Just ask Colin and Ali on Indigo. 

October Sailing 
The Poseidon Sailaway Club Championship is back on October 8

th
 with race 1 of the 

six race Spring Series. Race 2 follows on the 22
nd

. 
The Spring cruising season is almost upon us and the annual pilgrimage north to Lizard Island is 
on the plans for many sailing members. Those heading north are making their own 
arrangements and those wishing to cruise in company should plan this together.  
For further details on club sailing check out the website www.portdouglasyachtclub.com.au 
 

• Spring Series Race 1 Saturday 8th 
• Spring Series Race 2 Saturday 22nd 
• WAGS  5th, 12th 19th & 26th 
• Lizard Island Rally / Spring cruising 

 

The Lizard Island Race and Rally 
Those relatively new to the club would probably have heard 
all about the Lizard Island races of previous years. It’s fair to 
say that many of the club organised events such as Lizard, 
the Life Members Race to Fitzroy and even the Clipper Cup 
have enjoyed considerably more interest than at present. 
In its heyday Lizard was a night time race starting around 
5:30pm and continuing straight through to Lizard Island 
nonstop. It seems this also developed into a cruise but has 
ultimately fizzled out to be a virtually abandoned event with 
only one boat (Tau Ceti) heading to Lizard in 2010. Check 
out the March 2011 Newsletter for a Lizard Island story from 
Henry. These days it seems the idea of a race to Lizard is 
definitely off the table but with some boats heading north 
again this October there may well be a PDYC presence at the 
door of the famous Marlin Bar once again.  

 
Sean and Andrina enjoy the skippers night at Salsa 

 

Yacht Club says THANK YOU! The previous two committees had both agreed to reward the 

skippers and crew that sail every Wednesday to make our WAGS the world renowned must do Port Douglas 
experience that it is. Up until now though nothing has ever actually happened. That was all put right on 
Tuesday 27

th
 when 26 skippers and crew descended on Salsa Bar & Grill for a memorable night of fine dining 

at the special invitation of PDYC. It has long been known that without the consistent midweek peak in sales 
generated by WAGS the club may not have survived through tougher times and even today that revenue 
directly attributed to the Wednesday sunset sailing is the cornerstone of the clubs financial stability. (That 
and the enormous patronage of a small band of regulars – you all know who you are). Salsa put on a 
sumptuous array of canapés and mains followed by a platter of deserts to die for showing just why they are 
one of the best restaurants in Port (second only to Spinnakers of course). Sure to become a much 
anticipated annual event on the clubs calendar the Skippers Dinner is yet another reason to get yourself and 
your boat out on the water and supporting WAGS. Congratulations and thanks to all those people that make 
Wednesdays such a critical part of the clubs success and for making the inaugural Skippers Dinner a great 
night out thoroughly enjoyed by all. Below: L-R Garry, Robyn, Alan, Jenny, Andrew & Susie 

 

Vic, Garry and Robin 
show their approval 

Chris, Trudy and Graham 

There’s room here for a quickie... What lies at the 
bottom of the ocean and twitches?  A nervous wreck. 

Pictured right: A whole lotta healing going on! Magic 

passes the stern of Ice in a close encounter of the racing kind 

http://www.portdouglasyachtclub.com.au/


 

  

19th September: International 
Talk Like a Pirate Day  
Now it’s not that we condone piracy – on the 
contrary but we do have a strange affinity with ye 
olde sea faring folk from a bygone age that would 
shiver yer timbers and send ye off to Davy Jones’ 
Locker in the blink of an eye patch. Aye we do 
indeed me hearties! So with that in mind WAGS on 
Wednesday 21

st
 was chosen to be Talk Like a Pirate 

WAGS day. Avast and prepare to be boarded ye salty 
half masted sons o’ galley wenches!  The scallywags 
press ganged into service on Tau Ceti under the 
command of Cap’n Whitebeard (pictured left) were a 
sight to behold as they terrorised the Inlet and 
plundered the piles. No Spanish galleons loaded with 
treasure were sighted but the aye’s  and the arrrrghs 
rang out as cutlasses clanged and the rum flowed 
o’er the deckies on another fabulous WAGS at PDYC. 

 

The Life Members Race and another great 
night out at Low Isles. Despite only two boats actually 

following the course (Tau Ceti & Ice) there were six boats out at 
Low that night. Joining the racers were three solo sailors, Henry 
Cotter (an actual Life Member) on Miriama Te Rua, Noel Wilson on 
Sun Tan, Robert Mair (and Roxy the dog) on T Break and Peter and 
CC on Obsession. Tau Ceti became the party boat as the XXXX and 
cups of tea began to flow. As the night rolled on T bag and Sun 
Block retired to the red light district and Peter and CC retired to 
the Presidents Suite on Obsession. Henry packed himself off to 
bed on time for an early night leaving the usual suspects to wine 
and dine into the night. Pictured left clockwise: Captain Ken, Brent, 

Robert, Noel, Henry, Mick, Helen, Morris, Peter, CC and Gus. 

NOTICE 
The club will be closed on Tuesday 1st November.  

 

Melbourne Cup Day 

Thinking of a reef trip with friends or family? Please support our sponsors 

Poseidon Outer Reef Cruises Proud sponsor of the 2011 Club Championship 

 Special Occasions. Travel to that romantic dinner, school formal, or other special 
  occasion in ultimate luxury.  

 Business. Impress your clients or honour your guests by conveying them in style. 
 

Phone: 4098 5437 

reservations@exemplaronline.com.au 

 

Avast! Thar be 
Pirate jokes in 

these dark 
waters! 

What's a horny 
pirate's worst 
nightmare? 
A sunken chest 
with no booty!  
Why is pirating 
addictive? 
They say once ye 
lose yer first 
hand, yer hooked 
forevarrrrgh !! 
 



 
 

An old retired sailor puts on his old uniform and goes down to the docks once more for old times’ sake. He hires a 

prostitute and takes her up to a room. He's going at it as best as he can for a guy his age  
and he asks the lass, "How am I doing?" 
The prostitute replies, "Well sailor, you're doing three knots." 
"Three knots?" he replies, “Three knots? What's that supposed to mean?" 
She says, "You're knot hard, you're knot in, and you're knot getting your money back".  

 

Next issue: Scheduled for release Thursday October 27
th

 all being well. Thanks to all the owners of material borrowed from the net. 
Contributions welcome: If you want to submit anything for inclusion, even a regular article, email pdy@portdouglasyachtclub.com.au 

 
This newsletter is published for the benefit of the sailing community and the members of Port Douglas Yacht Club. Some material is stolen from the internet 
solely to promote the sport and recreational activity of sailing and where possible acknowledgement of such is made. PDYC Inc, it’s office bearers, members, 
employees and associates accept no responsibility whatsoever for anything arising from this publication. Any person objecting to the use of material or the 
content of this publication is advised to get over it and come for a sail! You may join us every Wednesday, it’s free and it’s fantastic – see you out there...  

Tim Preuss 
 Tim made mention at the beginning of the year that we should have a club 
championship. This probably explains why he’s been absent from it for the last 
couple of years! Much to the delight of Ice who may not have won it for the last two 
years had he known about it. In another dazzling display of how to pay attention to 
what’s happening at the club Tim was surprised to find he had won the previous 
three Coral Sea Cups when it was announced he had just won his fourth successive 
title. Tim has packed so much sailing into the last few years that it’s hardly surprising 
he can’t remember it all or that he is one of the most prolific winners of club events. 
Tim now has a policy of not planning when to go sailing. His new plan is that if the 
weather’s good he’ll drop everything else and just go. Despite being one of the most 
competitive people on the water Tim is often out all alone just sailing around on his 
own (looking for other boats to run down maybe). All because he can and because 
he just loves to do it. Never short of a conversation (or a glass of red) Tim is always a 
delight to be around and is especially good at retrieving buoys on a race day (any 
excuse to sail that bit longer). And with such a beautiful boat why wouldn’t you? 
Hats off to Tim Preuss – a living legend at Port Douglas Yacht Club...    

Are you tuned in to the local vibe? 

Tune in anytime of the day or night for great music, tourist information, political 
and cultural commentary or satire and humour. The programming is as diverse as 

our listening audience. 

 
 

 

 

“Coral Sea Cup? I thought it was 

the Ann Sea Cup. Oh, and don’t 

get too close to the beach!” 

Advertisement 

Just listen to it! 
The key to unlock the mood and lock you in the groove... 

 

Radio Port Douglas FM 90.9  
Proud supporter of Port Douglas Yacht Club 

Another chapter in the language of the sea... 
Anchor - a device designed to bring up mud samples from the bottom and distribute them over 
your deck.  
Calm - Sea condition characterised by the simultaneous disappearance of the wind and the last cold 
beer. 
Chart - a type of map which tells you exactly where you are aground. 
Clew - an indication from the skipper as to what he might do next.  
Crew - Heavy, stationary objects used to dampen sudden movements of the boom. 
Displacement - when you dock your boat and can’t find it later. 

Flag - Signalling pennant or ensign, designed to be flown upside down, in the wrong place, in the 

wrong order, or at the wrong time. 

Hey honey... you said park 

the car next to the boat! 

Pirate advice... 

At a rent-a-boat company, the caller calls into the microphone: Come in boat 99, your time is up. 
His assistant on hearing the announcement walks over to him and says: We only have 75 boats, there is no boat 99. 

The caller looks startled and yells into the microphone: Boat 66, are you in trouble? That’s all folks..... 
 

WARNING 
Don’t read this if you’re 

offended by it! 
 

mailto:pdy@portdouglasyachtclub.com.au

