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Tau Ceti shines in Winter Series double header 

Race 4 and 5 of the Poseidon Sailaway Club Championship Winter Series produced a surprise result as Tau Ceti claimed 
handicap honours eclipsing all previous efforts to record her first win of the series. Not content with a win  in race 4 
the crew pulled off an amazing double act to take out first in race 5 providing back to back wins for the day. The clubs 
J24 Port FM Mais Oui managed a 3

rd
 and 4

th
 to retain their lead despite Magic and Ice closing the gap. Magic recorded 

her usual line honours victory in both races but only managed to hold 2
nd

 and 3
rd

 on handicap while Ice with a 4
th

 and 
2

nd
 edged closer to a possible defence of the club championship crown. A steady 14 to 17 knot SE breeze combined 

with a gentle swell giving the fleet near perfect conditions despite the strong spring tide running most of the day. The 
handicaps draw the boats ever closer with Indigo and T Break split by 26 seconds for the afternoon race and Port FM 
Mais Oui and Indigo just 2 seconds apart in the morning race. The Winter Series concludes on Saturday August 27

th
.   

News in brief 

Magic Division 1 winner Two Island 
Sail & Run • Tau Ceti Division 2 
winner Two Island Sail & Run • Tau 
Ceti wins Quicksilver Cup • Port FM 
Mais Oui leads Winter Series and 
Club Championship • AGM set for 
September 10

th
 • 4 legged 

foredeckie on T Break • New boat 
ramp moves one step closer.  
 
 

 

 

Two Island Sail & Run: 

Div 1:  Magic (1), Ann Sea (2 , Ice (3) 
Div 2:  Tau Ceti (1), Indigo (2) Port FM (3) 
Quicksilver Cup: 
Race 1: Tau Ceti (1), Magic (2), Port FM (3) 
Race 2: Tau Ceti (1), Ice (2), Magic (3) 
Overall: Tau Ceti, (1) Magic (2), Ice (3) 

Winter Series up to Race 5: 

Port FM (7), Magic (10), Ice (11) 

Club Championship up to Race 11 

Port FM (10.5), Ann Sea (14.5), Magic (15) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Tau Ceti powering up to the windward mark on her 
way to handicap honours in the Quicksilver Cup 

Poseidon Sailaway Club 
Championship 

After 11 rounds of the 2011 club 
championship Port FM Mais Oui 
sits on top of the table on 10.5 
points, four points clear of Ann Sea 
and five points clear of Magic. 
Placed 4

th
 is defending club 

champion Ice 8.5 points adrift 
followed by Tau Ceti (30), Indigo 
(37), Whitecap (40), and late 
entrant T Break (51).  Ken Brown 
and the crew of Tau Ceti are 
emerging as a surprise contender 
for a top three place after placing 
first in rounds 10 and 11. However 
rig damage suffered during the 
recent Low Isles overnighter and 
cruising plans for October may 
seriously affect their chances in 
Spring Series starting October 8

th
. 

 

Two Island Sail & Run: Athleticism and seamanship 

combined to produce Port Douglas Yacht Clubs unique Two 
Island Sail and Run. Six yachts, six athletes, and approximately 18nm 

sailing, 300m swimming and 3.5km running were the ingredients for the 
spectacle that is fast becoming a favourite on the club calendar. The fleet 
split into two divisions starting fifteen minutes apart for the sail out to Low 
Isles. With plenty at stake, including eight cash prizes and five trophies, 
Division 2 got away to a flying start on a twenty knot wind leaving Division 1 
to struggle from their start as the breeze eased to just six knots. The wind 
lifted as the yachts converged on Low Island and first athlete into the water 
was Julia off Tau Ceti swimming ashore for the 465 metre sprint around the 
island followed by Mel from Indigo and Chelsea from Magic. Julia returned to 
Tau Ceti six minutes ahead of Chelsea but Magic was able to turn that 
around arriving at Four Mile five minutes ahead of Tau Ceti. Meanwhile 
Grant from Ice recorded the fastest time around Low Isles of just 9min:25sec 
to claim the Low Isles Lap Trophy. The athletes held the key to the final 
positions as the marathon sprint to the finish at the yacht club unfolded. 
Nick from Ann Sea ran a ground breaking 15min:17sec to claim the Beach 
Sprint Trophy 5min:19sec ahead of his nearest rival taking the coveted title 
of top athlete for the combined stages. Line honours went to Magic with 
Christian the first athlete to cross the finish line (replacing Chelsea) followed 
by Julia (Tau Ceti), Nick (Ann Sea), Grant (Ice), Dave (Port FM Mais Oui) and 
Mel (Indigo). Division 1 handicap winner was Magic ahead of Ann Sea and Ice 
with Tau Ceti taking out Division 2 from Port FM Mais Oui and Indigo. 
Magic’s course time of 03:22:31 not quite enough to beat the course record 
of 03:07:00 set by Magic in 2010. 

 

Quicksilver Cup: Tau Ceti claims Quicksilver Cup. The results 

from race 4 and race 5 of the Winter Series also provided the results of the 
annual Quicksilver Cup that the club traditionally competes for in the August 
double header. The combined results for the days sailing recorded a 
resounding win for Tau Ceti on 2 points (1,1) with Magic 2

nd
 on 5 points (2,3) 

followed by Ice 6 (4,2) then Port FM Mais Oui (3, 4), Indigo (5,5) and T Break 
(6,6). The double win comes from a consistent effort from the skipper and 
crew developed over the years racing to date. The performance handicap 
system is tightening the noose on the regular competitors bringing the 
corrected times ever closer with mistake free sailing all the more important. 

Two Island Sail & Run: 
Magic skippered by Doug 
Ryan comes into Four 
Mile Beach as athlete 
Christian prepares to 
disembark from the stern 

Breaking News...Three yachts to 

miss final heat of Winter Series!  
Tau Ceti: Damaged forestay 
Ann Sea:  Damaged rudder 
Magic: Racing at Maggie Island 



  

     PDYC is all over the internet believe it or not. Foremost is our own website which is  
     regularly updated and frequently visited by people from all over the world. For the six 
months to June 30

th
 2011 www.portdouglasyachtclub.com.au received 10,435 page views from 2,519 visits by 1,742 visitors from 47 

countries. The most visitors came from Australia (2,160) followed by the UK (86), New Zealand (61) and USA (58).  The average time spent 
on the site is 00:04:12 viewing an average of 4.14 pages. The 2,160 visitors from Australia came from 55 different regions with Brisbane 
providing the most at 1,028 or 40% of our traffic. Top referring local sites that directed traffic to our web site are mango-tree-port-
douglas.com (34), carnivale.com.au  (26), pddt.com.au (16), portdouglasdiscovery.com.au (14), nelsonssurveys.com.au (12), 
nqsailing.yachting.org.au (12), cairnsyachtclub.com.au (11), portdouglassandsresort.com.au (8) and thebeachclubportdouglas.com.au (3). 
Believe it or not during the six month period there were a total of 408 pages to be viewed. The home page was viewed 2,778 times with 
the second most popular page being Spinnakers Restaurant viewed 758 times.  Next most popular is the Image Gallery (622), the Bar page 
(344), the Contact Us page (317), Exemplar Clipper Cup (262), Club Facilities (252), Venue Hire (230), and my favourite - Newsletters 
viewed 228 times by 138 unique visitors!...So, besides our own site and all the referral sites, where else are we? 

What’s on the web? 

 
 
If you don’t have a facebook account you’ll soon be in  
the minority and it’s not just limited to individuals.  
PDYC has a facebook presence and it’s regularly kept up to date by various 
people. Word of mouth has always been the best marketing tool and these days 
the electronic version is facebook with the capacity to link to millions of people 
(750 million users at last count). www.facebook.com will get you there then just 
type in PDYC in the search facility. You can upload photos, join discussions and 
write reviews. We have 12 check ins and 39 likes so far. Why not check it out? 

PDYC and the Social Media   
 

PDYC can be found on a multitude of other sites such as Trip Advisor, 
Lonely Planet, Yachte.com and Port Douglas Dining Guide. Have you seen 
PDYC on any other sites lately?    

Two Island Sail & Run:  
Tau Ceti skippered by Ken Brown heads 

home after depositing Julia into the water 
off Four Mile Beach 

Two Island Sail & Run: 
Ice skippered by Helen 
Gwilliams turns for 
home leaving Grant to 
swim ashore  

 

 

Skipper Robert Mair (at the helm) and Roxy (Foredeckie) with Noel Wilson (Suntan) 
and Leon Paul (Island Girl) smile for the camera as Roxy ponders the repercussions of 
having Indigo on her tail for most of the day. This crew member can occasionally be 
heard barking orders and growling instructions as she parades up and down the deck.     

Not too sure about 
this sailing 

caper...spent all 
day being chased 

by a cat! 

Thieves in the night? 
This month has seen some unfortunate incidents as thieves target opportunities at the club. The 
hardstand was the target for thieves when several items went missing from various boats. There 
appears to be no signs of forced entry and some of the items taken suggest those responsible 
came prepared and knew what they were looking for. Some members have also claimed to have 
had fuel taken from their tenders. Tenders secured at the ramp and those secured to boats are 
suspected of having been tampered with. Anyone who sees anything suspicious or who may 
know anything about any of these incidents should contact the police or club management. Steps 
are being taken to improve security both at the club and at the hardstand storage area. Members 
should always be vigilant and take any necessary precautions to secure property left unattended.  

Committee Corner A year measured in monthly committee meetings 

is faster than Malice on a lap of Low Isles! As the committee year draws to an end 
one of the agenda items at this month’s meeting was ensuring preparations for 
the AGM are in order. Also discussed was the Future Plan that documents the 
plans and improvements for the years ahead. Approval was given for the 
purchase of new tables and chairs that many consider long overdue. Executive 
reports highlighted the fantastic sailing events currently happening, the healthy 
condition of the clubs finances and a greatly improved P&L for July (over 2010) 
resulting from reduced operating and maintenance costs and reduced capital 
purchases. The final meeting of the current committee is scheduled for 
September 6

th
 just ahead of the AGM. If you would like any matter to be brought 

before the committee for discussion at this meeting contact club Secretary Robyn 
Shelley, or talk to the club Commodore Vic Petrus or any of the other committee 
members, Henry Cotter, Alan Schultz, Mick Gwilliams, Ken Brown, Garry White or 
Colin Simpson. Or, email pdy@portdouglasyachtclub.com.au 
      

 

The Winter Low Isles Overnighter: Nine boats took up moorings at 

Low Isles on Saturday 20
th

 for the third club organised Low Isles overnighter of 
the year. The cast included Miriama Te Rua (Henry and Richard), A Current 
Affair (Peter and Tamara), Obsession (Garry, Peter and Lex; a big thank you 
from the boys to Syd for the loan of the boat), Ice (Mick and Helen), Tau Ceti 
(Ken and Trudy), T Break (Robert and Roxy), Suntan (Noel), White Man 
Dreaming (Graham) and Indigo (Colin and Ali). Sundowners on the island were 
followed by dinner on the decks under a clear night sky. Most opted for an 
early night (most surprising) with good behaviour and no loud music although 
Suntan tried to get the party going. The sail home on Sunday called for double 
reefs and reduced sails as the gusts pushed over 25 knots providing a bumpy 
but enjoyable dash back to the mainland.  
 
 Check out the upcoming 

Notice of Race on the 

website for the Life 

Members Race, 24
th

 and 25
th

 

September. The next 

sleepover at Low. Racers and 

cruisers welcome 

http://www.portdouglasyachtclub.com.au/
http://www.facebook.com/
mailto:pdy@portdouglasyachtclub.com.au


 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Could this be the start of something big? PDYC Two Island Sail & Run...The Tropical Triathlon Sailathon 

Top L – R  Dave (Port FM Mais Oui), Grant (Ice), Julia (Tau Ceti) Bottom L – R    Mel (Indigo), Nick (Ann Sea), Christian ( Magic) 

 



 

  

MSQ on cue Maritime Safety Queensland has released a report into Marine 

Incidents in Queensland, 2010. The report collates information regarding marine 
incidents and highlights some interesting facts. Of the 779 incidents reported state 
wide, 49 % involved recreational use, 39% commercial use and 12% hired use. 36% 
of all incidents involved collision, 19% grounding and 16% inundation. There were 14 
fatalities of which 8 were person overboard. 167 capsizing and person overboard 
incidents led to 12 fatal injuries and 6 serious injuries. In local waters the Cairns 
Region reported 84 marine incidents accounting for 11% of the state’s total resulting 
in 2 fatalities. One from capsizing and one person overboard. 27% of incidents were 
collisions between ships, 18% grounding and 18% inundation. 70% of incidents 
involved commercial vessels. The region reported an incident for every 254 
registered vessels, the second highest of all the regions. The final sobering statistic is 
that only two of the 14 fatalities were known to be wearing a life jacket. 
View the full report at http://www.msq.qld.gov.au/~/media/681163cc-b41a-4612-
90d5-67b2728493b2/mi_report_2010.pdf Info courtesy of Maritime Safety Queensland 

 

All Shipshape at the Working B Gardening was the main theme of 

the working B on Saturday 6
th

 as many members turned up to lend a hand. The most 
noticeable project was the area next to the kitchen entrance where top soil and 
mulch was added with a variety of plants to freshen up the view from the kitchen 
queue and to brighten the entry on either side of the path. Irrigation was also 
repaired and installed and general weeding and tidying up was happening all round. 
As usual the committee laid on the traditional bar tab and sandwiches for the 
deserving workers come midday. You may also notice a new shine to some of the 
furniture after plenty of sanding and varnish brings a new lease on life to the timber 
balustrades and bench tops. 
A big thank you to all those that made the effort to keep up the long tradition at the 
clubs working b’s. To be involved keep your eye on future newsletters and check 
your emails. Sometimes there’s plenty of advance warning and other times its a spur 
of the moment decision if there’s something needs doing.   
  

 

Annual General Meeting  
Saturday 10th September 2011 

Nominations for the committee close on Saturday August 27
th

.  
Indications are that all members serving on the current committee will 
nominate for re-election. Any financial member wishing to serve on 
the next committee may lodge their nomination before the closing 
date. If there are a minimum of eight nominations covering all 
committee positions nominations will not be called from the floor on 
the day. The AGM starts at 11:00am and all members are urged to 
attend. The 2011 FY report will be available and it should make very 
good reading as the club continues to go from strength to strength. 
Highlights of the day will be the executive speeches 12 months in the 
making and guaranteed to inspire. Remember the Committee provides 
a bar tab at conclusion of the formalities for the benefit of members.  

Two Island Sail & Run: 
Ann Sea skippered by 

Tim Preuss just 

moments before Nick 

enters the water off 

Four Mile Beach 

New members New members New members New members New members New members New members 

 August new members are: Dave Cavanagh, Sharon Howitt, Jamie Aitken and Barry Taylor. 

Welcome to Port Douglas Yacht Club 

      

Having a whale of a time off Port Douglas 

 
These images of 
whales in the local 
waters off Port 
Douglas were 
taken recently by 
Jan onboard Tau 
Ceti. Many boats 
are reporting 
whale encounters 
on their travels to 
and from the outer 
reef and even 
close inshore west 
of Low Isles. The 
migration season 
is set to continue 
for a few more 
weeks before the 
long journey home 
to the cold waters   
of the great 
southern ocean. 
 

 

Ever think your boat’s not quite big enough?  

A lavish new yacht recreating the billionaire's playground of Monaco is set 
to become the world's most expensive. The staggering 155m Streets of 
Monaco yacht is expected to cost over $1.1 billion to build and is modelled 
on a section of Monte Carlo. Currently in the design stage, the super-ship 
will feature smaller versions of the state’s famous landmarks such as the 
Monte Carlo Casino and racetrack, as well as swimming pools, tennis 
courts, a cinema, a go kart track and a Hotel de Paris. Instead of traditional 
decks the one-of-a-kind ship will have buildings, and instead of a swimming 
platform it will have a beach. Travellers will also spot waterfalls, a swim-in 
Jacuzzi-bar, helicopters and submarines on board. The one-of a kind ship 
could be home to 16 guests and 70 crew and would look quite the picture 
anchored off Four Mile Beach one day.  
Story and image courtesy of News.com.au 

 

 

http://www.msq.qld.gov.au/~/media/681163cc-b41a-4612-90d5-67b2728493b2/mi_report_2010.pdf
http://www.msq.qld.gov.au/~/media/681163cc-b41a-4612-90d5-67b2728493b2/mi_report_2010.pdf


  
Two Island Sail & Run: 
Dave prepares to depart 
Port FM Mais Oui 
skippered by Andrew 
Walker.  

Meridien Marinas Airlie Beach Race 
Week 2011 

Local boats competing at Airlie Beach this month included 
from PDYC, Malice, skippered by Mal Richardson, from 
YKBC, Ketchup skippered by Steve England and from CYC, 
Groove skippered by Belinda Cooper. All three have recently 
competed in the Exemplar Clipper Cup. Malice racing in the 
multihull division scored fifth overall (11,4,10,3,3,8) in the 
face of some tough competition despite having the second 
highest handicap behind the mega tri Team Vodaphone 
Sailing from New Zealand. Ketchup recorded a respectable 
12

th
 overall (11,14,10,13, 12,13,10,5,8,8) in the Sports Boat 

Division and Groove placed 10
th

 overall (9,10,9,10,10, 8, 9) 
in the IRC Racing Division. Malice and Groove will be 
competing at Sunferries Magnetic Island Race Week starting 
September 1

st
 and will be joined by Doug Ryan sailing Magic 

to represent PDYC. You can follow all the action on the net 
at www.magneticislandraceweek.com.au 
     

How do you get yours? This Newsletter is published every month and is 

usually available online Thursday afternoon after the last Wednesday of each 
month. The Newsletter is published first on the club website and members receive 
an emailed PDF.  

Cairns Regional Council has endorsed the Port Douglas 
Waterfront Master Plan with the inclusion of the 
amendments to the design concept put forward in the 
consultation submission made by PDYC. The key amendment 

sought by PDYC was to place the new ramp further upstream, perpendicular 
to the water and away from the club grounds. The objective being to 
preserve the existing dinghy storage area and members car parking and 
allow future development of dinghy access and moorings while maintaining 
the integrity of the club lease. Councils new proposed layout shows intention 
to re-locate PDYC hardstand to facilitate required trailer parking. Recent 
correspondence from CRC confirms this is to be completed at Councils 
expense. First impressions are that this is a win for the club given the 
intrusion presented by the original layout put forward in March. PDYC led by 
Commodore Vic Petrus has been instrumental in negotiating the best 
possible outcome for the club under the Waterfront Master Plan. Vic 
continues to lobby CRC and DTMR to ensure that the final details of the 
implementation are to the satisfaction of PDYC. To have your say on the 
ramp relocation and to raise any issues you identify talk to Vic and the 
committee to make sure we achieve the best possible outcome for Port 
Douglas Yacht Club.  

Pontoon plans in sight. Prior to the announcement by CRC of the new 

boat ramp layout PDYC committee was already in the process of providing 
new and improved mooring facilities for members. Plans are underway to 
develop a new yacht and dinghy mooring facility with gangway access 
directly from the club lawns. With news that the existing ramp adjacent to 
the club is to be replaced by a new and much larger public ramp further 
upstream this now lays the path clear for the club to develop its own 
facilities on our own doorstep. In the short term new dinghy facilities to 
complement the existing pontoon will be provided allowing for convenient 
temporary mooring. Long term a much more substantial facility is planned 
that provides multiple yacht moorings and significant dinghy moorings as 
indicated by the layout pictured above.    

T Break skippered by Roxy 
the dog pounds through the 
swell returning from Low 
Isles in 25 knot winds  

Jokes for the blokes 
Scientists have revealed that beer contains small traces of 
female hormones. 
To prove their theory, they fed one hundred men twelve 
pints of beer and observed that 100% of them started 
talking nonsense and couldn't drive. 
 
Why must a man marry four times? 
Because men want their wives to be beautiful, loving, 
intelligent and rich." 
 

Laughs for the ladies 
A lady needs brain surgery and figures it’s easier to buy a 
new brain. She asks the doctor what he has on sale. 
"Well you're in luck I have two in stock, a man's brain for 
$1000, and a woman's for $100." 
Surprised she asks why the price difference? 
"Well, the expensive one’s never been used but the cheaper 
one has had quite a lot of use.” 
 
How do you keep your husband from reading your e-mail? 
Rename the mail folder "Instruction Manuals." 

September Sailing 
The Poseidon Sailaway Club Championship takes a break through September resuming on 
October 8

th
 with race 1 of the six race Spring Series. 

In the meantime there are two trophy races set for September. Both are double headers with 
the Coral Sea Cup being the first to get underway on Saturday September 17

th
 and concluding 

on Sunday 18
th

. Consisting of two windward leeward buoy races on the first day and an anti 
clockwise rounding of both Low and Snapper on the second. This is followed by the Life 
Members Race on Saturday 24

th
 with a figure eight around Snapper and Low and a dash back 

to Port after an overnighter at Low. 
For further details check out the website www.portdouglasyachtclub.com.au 
 

• Coral Sea Cup 17th and 18th 
• Life Members Race 24th & 25th 
• WAGS  7th, 14th 21st & 28th 

 

http://www.magneticislandraceweek.com.au/
http://www.portdouglasyachtclub.com.au/


 

 

  

Two Island Sail & Run: 
Mel tests the water 
before leaving Indigo 
skippered by Colin 
Simpson: 

Cooking up a storm: After a Swedish man was recently detained for attempting to 

build a nuclear reactor in his kitchen the news hounds decided to sniff out what’s happening in 
the yacht club kitchen this month. We didn’t find fission chips or yellowcake on the menu at 
Spinnakers but we did uncover some tantalising temptations. The local wild Barramundi is 
something else and is fast becoming the signature dish on the specials board. The prawn spring 
rolls and the duck spring rolls continue to be a favourite as does the bangers and mash and the 
shepherd’s pie. Matt & Sime continue to do a great job for the club providing a restaurant with a 
growing reputation and deservedly so. Have you dined at Spinnakers lately?  
    

On the odd occasion when we venture through the shipping lanes it pays not to argue right of way 
as this unfortunate crew discovered during the Cowes Week Regatta in the UK. The 33ft yacht is 
pictured above dwarfed by the massive tanker. Pictures courtesy of Herbert Westervelt and Sail-World.com 

A small town attorney calls his first witness to the 

stand, an elderly lady of the parish, “ma’am do you know 

me?” He asks. “Sure I know you.” She replies. “I’ve 

known you since you were a little boy but I must say I’m 

very disappointed in you. You’re a liar and a pretty bad 

one at that, and you cheated on your wife, twice in fact! 

You’ve got a drinking problem and you’re a selfish, 

bigoted hypocrite never accepting responsibility for 

your frequent mistakes! Sure I know you. The lawyer 

was dumfounded. Not knowing what to say next he 

pointed across to the defence lawyer and asked “ma’am 

do you know this man?” “Sure I do.” Came the reply. 

“I’ve known him since he was a little boy. But I must say 

he didn’t disappoint me. He’s lazy, has a gambling 

addiction, drinks and drives, uses and sells all manner of 

illegal drugs and regularly cheats on his wife,  with your 

wife in fact, but I always knew he’d turn out like that. 

Sure, I know him.” The defence lawyer collapses in 

shock. After the commotion has died down the judge 

calls both attorneys up to the bench and calmly 

whispers “If either of you idiots asks this woman if she 

knows me I’ll send you both to the electric chair!”  

One of the many benefits of PDYC 
membership is having the use of the club hardstand 

to store your boat when she comes out of the water. 
Pictured here are Ceilidh II and Island Girl both lifted 
out from the duck pond on a recent high tide. Kelly’s 
Crane Hire performs the task with great skill to safely 
walk the yachts to their new homes in preparation for 
some much needed scraping and blasting by the look of 
things!  So now you’re wondering how to pronounce 
Ceilidh and what does it mean? This particular spelling 
is Scottish Gaelic and the English pronunciation is Kay-
lee. The original meaning is a social gathering that has 
grown to include music and dance and was a traditional 
meeting place where one might meet a partner. 

 

What’s so funny? 

 

 

Great food, the best location and friendly helpful staff make the perfect ingredients 
Open for lunch Wednesday to Sunday and dinner seven nights a week 

Whitecap and 
Samantha sail in 
from a breezy 
Wednesday sunset 
sail following a 
cruise out towards 
the ocean liner 
Pacific Pearl 
anchored off Four 
Mile Beach. 

 



 

  
In the early days of the club, members and the committee of the day, were always looking for ways of having fun and making a 
few dollars for the club. Some of those people are still around Port, but it is a long time since I have seen them at the bar.  This is 
a shame, as they did a lot to get the Port Douglas Yacht Club off the ground. 
At one time the sugar cane railway went from Port to Mossman, and the Ballyhooley cane train was used as a tourist attraction 
to take tourists to the Mossman Mill. At this time one of our members had a very bright idea.  This idea was to get the 
Ballyhooley to take members and interested non-members, to  the  Mossman Hotel for an evening’s entertainment.  A booking 
would be made for the train, and once at the hotel dinner and drinks would be consumed before a night of, of course, ‘fun’ . The 
Mossman hotel would give us a group discount,  which enabled the profits to then go towards the building of our clubhouse. 
The Ballyhooley crew provided many stops on our way over to Mossman, with one important stop being to supply drinks to the 
thirsty travellers. There were also stops where the passengers would dash into the cane paddocks. The girls would head to the 
right and the men would dash to the left.  On the way back it was hard to remember which was left and which was right. 
Of course we would return as well by the Ballyhooley.  These nights were to be eagerly anticipated for the coming year. 
Another great night was Valentine’s Day night.  We had our Club House by this time, so it was arranged that the Ballyhooley 
would stop at the yacht club crossing to pick up passengers to carry them to St. Crispin’s Station.  Here the passengers would 
have liquid refreshments before then boarding the “Lady Douglas” boat for the return trip to the Clubhouse.  This arrangement  
also ran in reverse,  boat first, liquid refreshments and then the train back to the yacht club.   Passengers could take their pick.  
The club didn’t have a commercial kitchen at that time, so some members would volunteer food, usually  prepared at home and 
brought in to the club. 
The yacht club has come a long way since then. It has always been a venue of much fun, however I can’t recall any long-standing 
romances blossoming during these times. 

 

 

 

 

“All aboard The 

Ballyhooley” 

Weird facts & Useless 
information 

If you add the last two 

numbers of the year you 
were born to the age you 
will be on your 2011 
birthday, the answer is 
111.  Thanks to Lex Adams  

 

 

Sailaway Sunset Luxury Sailing  

BY POPULAR DEMAND! 

Sailing every evening 

 

Only $50 PER PERSON 

 

Enjoy the thrill of pure sailing! Relax with an exhilarating 

twilight sail onboard the new luxury ‘Lagoon’ sailed from 

France. Soak up the peace and tranquillity of a tropical Sunset 

over the Coral Sea with spectacular mountain views. 

Departing Marina Mirage 

5.00pm - 6.30pm (Boarding 4.45pm) 
Limited Numbers - Bookings Essential 

Sailaway – Proud sponsor of PDYC 

Advertisements Advertisements 

Why not hire a limousine? 

 Weddings.  If you are into tradition, it’s the only way to take 
the radiant bride and her nervous father to the church. Or, if 

you are more contemporary, the whole wedding party can 

jump aboard and party all the way to the church.  

 Airport Transfers. Get that well-earned holiday off to a 
memorable start.  Further, if you are travelling with a 

number of friends, the cost of an indulgent trip in this 

crowd-pleaser  works out at about the same price as the 

sum of your seat-in-coach tickets!  But what a difference in 
style. 

 Special Occasions. Travel to that romantic dinner, school 
formal, or other special occasion in ultimate luxury.  

 Business. Impress your clients or honour your guests by 
conveying them in style. 

Whatever the occasion you can do it in style 

Call Exemplar: 4098 5437 

www.exemplaronline.com.au 
 

 

Contributions welcome: 
Do you want to write a regular 
piece for the Newsletter? 

Trophies in the spotlight The trophy cabinet has received a welcome addition with the inclusion of eight spotlights to illuminate the clubs trophy display. 

The addition of the lights and the final placement of the timber panelling concludes the work on the trophy cabinet that now adds a new dimension to the night 
time ambience at the club.  

 

Why not become a WAGS reporter? 
Do a regular article on the 
whereabouts and exploits of 
travelling members? Perhaps a 
monthly segment on cruising tips 
and destinations? Get your fingers 
on the keys and send in your story!  

Recent additions to the cabinet 
are the new Keith Quinn 
Memorial Fun Race Trophy and 
Winter Series and Spring Series 
trophies to match the Summer 
Series trophy for the Poseidon 
Sailaway Club Championship. 

The sailors vocabulary... 
Ahoy 
The first in a series of four letter words often 
exchanged by skippers as their boats approach 
each other. 
Current 
Tidal flow that carries a boat away from its 
desired destination or toward a hazard. 
Ocean racing 
Demanding form of sailing practised by 
sportsman whose idea of a good time is standing 
under an ice cold shower, fully clothed while re 
examining their last meal. 
Port 
1. Left on a boat. 
2. A place you wish you never left on a boat. 

Promote your business here! 
Be a part of PDYC Newsletter with regular 

exposure to a growing audience and 
support the sport of yacht racing. 

Ph: 0418 897 123 

 

Sea Wizard sailing the Coral Sea 

http://www.exemplaronline.com.au/


 

Next issue: Scheduled for release Thursday September 29
th

 all being well. Thanks to all the owners of material borrowed from the net. 
Contributions welcome: If you want to submit anything for inclusion, even a regular article, email pdy@portdouglasyachtclub.com.au 

 
This newsletter is published for the benefit of the sailing community and the members of Port Douglas Yacht Club. Some material is stolen from the internet 
solely to promote the sport and recreational activity of sailing and where possible acknowledgement of such is made. PDYC Inc, it’s office bearers, members, 
employees and associates accept no responsibility whatsoever for anything arising from this publication. Any person objecting to the use of material or the 
content of this publication is advised to get over it and come for a sail! You may join us every Wednesday, it’s free and it’s fantastic – see you out there...  

Flare go at the Yachty...about 50 flares found their way into the hands of club 

pyrotechnical expert Garry White for the recent Flare Demo. Entertainment from the 

Sitting Ducks fizzled out and the show turned to the magnesium maestro to enlighten the 
crowd. The demo began with  smoke flares. For day use only, the orange handheld smoke 
flare produces a persistent vivid and expanding cloud of dense orange smoke which can be 
seen for more than 60 seconds. According to the manufacturers the smoke can be seen from 
4 Km away in a 10 knot breeze, at sea level, and even further from an aircraft. Not to be 
confused with the orange distress flare the white smoke flare is used as a warning to avert 
impending collision and could be a useful tool during some of the races we hold. As dusk 
descended the show brightened up with the deployment of  the extremely bright hand held 
night time distress flare. These can be seen up to 10 Km away at sea level and up to 20 km 
away by an aircraft and can also be used in daylight over shorter distances. Fortunately the 
maestro would not allow a demonstration of  the parachute rocket – a high altitude, long 
distance marking flare known to be a fire hazard when triggered in the vicinity of millions of 
dollars worth of yachts. The display gave many people the opportunity to set off a flare and 
learn some basic skills that in a real situation might not seem so straight forward, particularly 

 

Rear Commodore’s Comment: 
The most serious issue facing PDYC in the immediate future is undoubtedly the relocation of 
the public boat ramp. With Council endorsing the project there is now certainty that the 
plan will proceed once funding is secured. It is now up to the members of PDYC to recognise 
and address every possible issue associated with this project, and there are many. We must 
make sure that nothing happens that we will look back at in the years ahead and ask why 
didn’t we think of that? 
We have the opportunity to be a part of the decision making process through constant 
lobbying of CRC and DTMR and we need to make the most of this opportunity. So far it 
seems that our voice is being heard. Our submission to CRC has received a favourable 
outcome and we need to be relentless in following this through. There are issues with the 
hard stand relocation and future club security that we must address along with our own car 
parking and dinghy storage and access. I urge all members to actively discuss these issues 
and stay informed. Together we can achieve the best possible outcome for our club. 
Mick Gwilliams – Rear Commodore 

Above: Drew fires off a smoke flare under close supervision from the Magnesium Maestro Garry White.  

Below: The Maestro conducts the audience and instructs the next generation. Fire Dances for Carle and Deb  

reminding everyone just how hot they can get! Flares are a vital part of every boats safety equipment and knowing the differences and when to use each is 
essential seamanship. Have you checked the expiry date on your flares? All the flares used at the demo were passed their expiry date and though many failed 
to fire many that were well over ten years old did so while some that were only a couple of years past did not. Keep flares up to date and don’t tempt your fate. 

 

 

Vic Petrus 
With the AGM just around the corner the member profile this month is focussed on the 
incumbent Commodore. Twelve months is a very short time in office for any role but it becomes 
insignificant when you consider the bigger picture and look at the contribution made to the club 
by the people past and present that have filled this role to date. Vic can certainly hold his head up 
high and stand proud of the achievements that the club has made, not only in the last twelve 
months but more importantly over the last several years. It’s fitting that someone so passionate 
about the club has had the opportunity to serve as Commodore and whether he continues in this 
role or not we all owe Vic a debt of gratitude for the time he continues to give to the club. Vic 
seems to always have a multitude of boat projects on the go none more pressing than preparing 
his home away from home, Sky Walker, ready for the Spring cruising season. Although it’s sad to 
see Whitecap missing out on the race calendar lately. Vic’s a humble man when questioned about 
the effort he puts into helping the club. All he needs is a pat on the back and a thankyou and he’ll 
keep on going and going, just top him up with a green can now and then and let him know you 
appreciate the effort he makes, especially that behind the scenes which most of us rarely see.  

 

 

Are you tuned in to the local vibe? 

Tune in anytime of the day or night for great music, tourist information, political 
and cultural commentary or satire and humour. The programming is as diverse as 

our listening audience. 

 
 

 

mailto:pdy@portdouglasyachtclub.com.au

